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Hi everyone!

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, ‘| am the light of the world. If you follow me,
you won't have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life”
John 8:12

It's time for another update from Melusi! Sometimes Melusi is covered in darkness. Literally in
darkness. We are getting used to that here in South Africa. We call it loadshedding. Because
of big problems in the company that provides our electricity, there is not enough for the whole
country. That means that they do switch off our electricity several hours a day. If that happens
you are sitting in darkness, you can't cook food, you don't have wifi and can't switch on the
washing machine. That is all annoying, but obviously this is disastrous for South Africa’s
economy. Especially when it is like six or eight hours a day which sometimes happened. But
this is literal darkness. However if we look around us we can see so much spiritual darkness.
There is corruption and injustice everywhere. So much violence and people suffering. It can
make you feel discouraged. But we do believe that Jesus is shining His light in the darkness
and that He has overcome. He is our hope.

Caught by the spirits

When we talk about darkness, it makes me think of two people | met over the last months.
One of them, an old lady, was lying on her bed when we entered her small house. Three years
ago she had a stroke and you could see that she was struggling to speak. We did visit her
before and that day we just wanted to find out how she is doing. Her name is gogo (that is
granny) Elsie. | knew she was a sangoma, a traditional healer. You can see that by the beads
she is wearing. That afternoon, when we entered the bedroom, | did see something | didn't
notice before: a skin of a dead animal, beads and a bowl with burned insence. Obviously an
altar for the ancestors. It made me realize again the reality in which people do live and how
they hold onto that and remain in darkness. Gogo Elsie knows about Jesus, we have spoken
about it several times, but she chooses to remain in darkness. It's so sad to see. Next to gogo
Elsie, | also met a young girl. She is one of our teenagers who come to Melusi regularly. Her
granny is also a traditional healer. The tragic part of her story is that her granny puts pressure
on her to become a traditional healer too. She did talk about it when she came to us. This girl
doesn't want to become a traditional healer, but at the same time is plagued by the spirits.
They made her sick and reveal themselves to her in dreams. She is so scared of them. We do
pray that she will be brave enough to stand and not to do what the spirits tell her to do. Itis a
real struggle. Do you pray with us for her?

New website

There is one last thing | would like you to know: Melusi did get a complete new website. It
tells the story of who we are, what we do and how God is working here in Dundee. If you
would like to have a look, please check:
Thank you so much for your support and prayers! They are truly appreciated.

Warm greetings all the way from South Africa, Geanne

@SIM Geanne serves with Serving in Mission, an international mission organisation.
By Prayer On their website www.sim.org you'll find more information about who SIM is.
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